Knowing Who We Are and Who We Can Be
I know I'm probably not supposed to admit this, but I've always had something of a soft spot for Wimbledon. And not just because their mascot is called Haydon. Even before adding 'AFC' to their name, they always gave the Impression of being a club that knew exactly who they were, what they were aiming for and how they were going to go about doing it. That sense of identity, or that DNA I know it is fashionable to refer to these days, is something which seems to be lacking all too often in the upper echelons of the game. Thankfully it is alive and well in League One. Recently I had a discussion with a friend in which we bemoaned the fact that it's quite difficult now to pigeon-hole a footballing identity to any of our top clubs (or so we thought, you might disagree). When we were younger, a lot of clubs had their 'USP' (although, mercifully, it wasn't called that then), some of which were sought, some not. There was 1-0 to the Arsenal, for instance. The 'Crazy Gang' nomenclature so often applied to today's visitors was borne out in how they played time after time, or how about the sense that an Alex Ferguson Manchester United team of the 1990s was never beaten, regardless of how far behind they were, or the amount of injury time initially signalled? Another personal favourite was knowing that, whenever we played Crewe, their team would be stuffed with homegrown talent.
At present, it seems like a lot of the football world (I refuse to call it an industry) is so concerned with the absolute necessity of winning at all costs, that the time it takes to build an identity or a legacy, in the way that Don Revie's Leeds United for instance was able to do is just not available anymore. There's something deeply powerful about a team, a club, or a footballing nation, which knows its identity and how it's going to play. There's a confidence, a sure-footedness that goes along with it that can be hard to stop when the momentum is flowing their way. 
I think the same can be true for us as people. There's something vital and almost unstoppable about a person, or a group of people who are confident in who they are. One of my favourite sayings in the Bible is, 'if God is for us, who can be against us?' (Romans 8:31). It'd be convenient if God was for Northampton Town, but that's not what this question is getting at. The point is this: there is nothing more powerful, more infused with hope and possibility, than the love of God. It is for us. If we take hold of the truth that we are loved, there's nothing which will be able to stand in our way. There's nothing that can separate us from that love and the security it can bring. It can give us a whole new hope, a whole new identity.
The feeling of a home crowd getting fully behind a team is one of the times in my life I've truly understood what that saying above could be about. There are times when Sixfields is rocking when it seems inevitable that we're going to score, that nothing can stand in our way, that, whatever the odds, victory is coming our way. Here's hoping that today is one of those days. We can all play our part.
