Everything In It's Right Place

Last week, we ran out of my favourite cereal. I won't tell you what it is, in case I get accused of advertising or get deluged with raisin-y wheats arriving in the post at the Club (what a thought that is). I tell you this fun fact to let you know that I don't do well with change. I like things as they are. I like routine. I like knowing that, when I'm starting my day, I can rely on the cereal that starts my day in the right way and that I want being in the cupboard, ready to be eaten by me. If this does not transpire, I have to tell you that my day is 'off'. It is almost certain not to go well. Stupid, I know, but there we go. My poor wife found a similar cereal (but a different brand). This did not scratch my itch. So she went to five different supermarkets (we are not sponsored by any particular supermarket) looking for them, eventually finding the right cereal. That's real love, ladies and gentlemen. How she puts up with me I'll never know, but she is wonderful and, yes, I should do the shopping more often.

I'm writing this on the Monday before the Doncaster game. By the time we take the field against Donny, we may well have a new boss in the dugout. One thing's for sure, nothing in football, indeed nothing in life, ever stays the same. Change can bring hope and possibility but it can also cause fear and uncertainty. Some people's roles may change, some may lose their jobs, as a result of this managerial change. If the team plays a different system, some players will play more often, some less. Security in football is a rare thing. Further down the Club, the appointment of a manager who promotes young players from within may change the course of some of our (excellent on the basis of performances I've seen recently) youth team's lives, whilst a manager who prefers experienced, tried and tested pro's may see things differently. One change leads to another and another to another and so on, until the past can seem like a distant memory.

You might not believe me, but it's amazing how often the Bible has something to say about pretty much anything that happens in life. How about this, from Isaiah 43 on the subject of change:
19 I am about to do a new thing;
    now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness
    and rivers in the desert.
A new thing is coming. Christians believe that new thing that all of us needed was Jesus.He turned up at just the right time, after a long wait It's unlikely that our new manager will have quite the impact Jesus had, but here's hoping for new life and a new hope for all of us, a hope much more potent and lasting than finding a plentiful supply of your favourite cereal in the cupboard.

Up the Cobblers!
