Joy is an Ian Sampson Side-Foot

Peterborough at home. If ever there's a good game to win to kickstart a season...Thinking back over previous seasons and games against Peterborough, my mind is drawn to two glorious moments, both away from home as it happens. One was Sammo's winner, just before Christmas in 2000. The kind of moment you live for as a football fan, as we completed a comeback against an excellent Posh side. The other was Scott McGleish dispossessing Sean St.Ledger and going on to score to seal another thoroughly decent away win. I can't believe that was more than nine years ago already. Anything of that kind of ilk today would do just fine. 

I think what makes both of the moments I've described above stick in my mind particularly was the sense of sheer elation I experienced as a supporter when the goals went in. It's an indescribable feeling, isn't it, when a team scores  in a key game. Moments like these feel like they can't be bettered. When they happen, we feel like we could face anything the world can throw at us and come out smiling, but all too soon something happens so that the joy of that moment is forgotten. Life as a football fan can be very up and down (hopefully more up than down). I've found myself that remembering the truth of Psalm 28:7 has helped me to, as the cliché goes, not be too up when we win and too down when we lose,

'The Lord is my strength and shield.
    I trust him with all my heart.'


When I was young, it felt like my strength came from Bobby Barnes or Tony Adcock scoring a winner. Something like this would send me soaring through the following week. An (all too regular) concession of defeat to a last minute goal would have the opposite effect. Today, even as I'm longing for us to winand get one over on the Posh, I know that what strengthens me and gives me my deepest sense of joy can never be taken away, whatever the result today.

You might wonder what a chaplain does. If you do, you wouldn't be alone (!) I'm new to this, just settling in and finding my feet. According to Sports Chaplaincy UK 'The role of a sports chaplain is to be servant-hearted, striving to be pastorally proactive and spiritually reactive. A sports chaplain aims to serve all people in the club irrespective of position, beliefs or lifestyle. We serve all – people of faith and no faith, offering pastoral and spiritual support wherever appropriate.'. This is what I'll be seeking to do this season and beyond, seeking to play my own part so that all within the Club are best enabled to flourish. As I said in the Fleetwood programme, it is a huge privilege for me to be taking on this role. I'm grateful to all within the Club who have welcomed me so warmly so far. 
Here's to three points this afternoon.
