Ah, Portsmouth. A lovely place to spend some time and a very generous football club. They did give us Ricky Holmes, after all. What a gesture that was. I know you shouldn't hark back to the past, but that season and a half watching him was fantastic. Their loss was definitely our gain. 

But enough of the past. It's all about the present and looking to an exciting future now. I'm writing this on the Wednesday before the Portsmouth game. By the time you read this, I have faith and hope that we will have picked up our first points of the season against Doncaster and so will be looking forward with renewed positivity to the visit of Portsmouth tonight. 

Yesterday, I was very privileged to be able to be present for the press conference at which our new manager was introduced. Anyone who has heard or read what Jimmy had to say that afternoon could not fail to be confident that things will soon improve and our season will soon be on its way towards success. He exudes confidence and belief, not just in himself, but in the staff and the players around him that, together, will see us to the kind of progress we are all dreaming of for Northampton Town. 

One of the great focuses of what Jimmy has said about the team and the task at hand so far is that talent allied to hard work is the recipe for success. He has a lot of faith in the talent of the players at his disposal. But 'just as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is also dead.' (James 2:26)

If you have faith in something, it is not just a silly dream that perhaps, maybe, if all goes well, things will work out. Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not [yet] seen. To believe in someone or something is one thing. To put every ounce of energy into working to play a part in  as the players and staff at every level of the club undoubtedly do every day, is another thing altogether.  Jimmy has faith in our  players that, with hard work, it will be as if the spirit is entering the body of the club and bringing new life, new hope and a new joy to everyone who loves and cares about it. The things we've all hoped for are certainly still within reach.
Faith isn't just something to be talked about. It needs to be backed up by action. I believe the truth of what I say I believe will be ultimately measured by how many lives and situations I've helped to improve and been of service to and how many people have been pointed to the one I ultimately trust and put my hope in, Jesus. In the same way, Jimmy and the whole club is seeking to see faith backed up by action to lead the club as high as possible up the league ladder. Everything is possible. Let's enjoy the ride.
