Games against Bradford in recent times (ignoring the League Two Playoff Final, let's forget about that, I'm still trying to) have been full of energy, tenacity and persistence. I have to say, after our last game against them I assumed they would get promoted and thought them unlucky not to be at the end of last season. They've made a good start this season as well. Let's put the brakes on that this afternoon, boys!

The last three games, as well as all the rhetoric coming out of the club, have been highly encouraging. It's been great to watch Jimmy and Dean begin to mould the squad and the whole of the club into the kind of image that they are seeking. One of the great things to see recently is the way that persistence in trying to do the 'right things' has bred confidence in the players in the first team squad as they have seen some success. 

As St Paul suggested, 'As for...you, dear brothers and sisters, never get tired of doing good.' (2 Thess 3:13)

What does doing good look like for each one of us? For the players and staff at all levels at Northampton Town, part of 'doing good' is to follow tactical instructions and plans, be the best players and teams that they can possibly be, and to win as often as possible. Today would be a another good day for that! Success, both in terms of winning games of football and also in terms of reaching individual and collective potential, can bring great joy to many thousands of people. This is one kind of doing good. 

Recently I witnessed the first team squad signing plentiful shirts that are to be given out in charitable causes and as competition prizes over the coming weeks and months. It might be a small thing for a player to scribble their name on a table-full of shirts (although after a while I did worry about some of their backs as they hunched down in deep concentration) but I can remember as a young child receiving one such shirt and being overjoyed. Our club has an important place at the heart of the community and will continue to do plentiful good, I have no doubt.

But what about you and me? Perhaps we don't have the kind of platform afforded to professional footballers to make a widespread impact. All of us, though, have the opportunity to be an encouragement to those around us. We can make life better by offering time, a listening ear, getting our hands dirty in the cause of making the world more peaceful and fairer for all. Peace and justice are two of the central pillars of the Christian faith, as well as of common decency. Jesus said he became a man so that we might have life and have it to the full (John 10:10). Part of that is being people who are known for doing good. Let's be full-lived people, as we roar the Cobblers on to another three points this afternoon.

