Remembering Yesterday to Make Tomorrow Better

This afternoon we have marked together as a club the 100th anniversary of the ending of the First World War. Thank you to all who joined me at the Walter Tull Memorial prior to the game as we marked this important occasion. I'm writing this column on Tuesday (the column is late, as ever) after we have seen a weekend marked with tragedy in the world of football. We've seen the deaths of both Leicester City's owner Vichai Srivaddhanaprabha  and a supporter of Brighton & Hove Albion, as yet unnamed publicly as far as I can see, after attending their game at the weekend. Glenn Hoddle's heart attack, too, was another in a series of reminders that life is fleeting and can change, or be over, in what seems like a flash, often entirely unexpectedly. If you're anything like me, you don't like to think much about life coming to an end, or circumstances radically changing so that what you were once able to do is not possible anymore. We are a society which seeks to live for the moment. Often, I think this is a very good thing. Why not enjoy as much of each day as you can? The thing is, alongside that, we can try as hard as we like, but eventually we will come to rely on others for our freedom, our peace of mind and heart, our hope. If you feel strong today, I'm really glad for you. The truth of things is, whether for good or ill, it won't always be that way. And what will we do then? Where do we turn?
Today we honour people who made the ultimate sacrifice for us so that we can enjoy freedom today. Gareth at the club has provided me with a list of players who served and died in the war.
1 Fred Lessons - Sept 1918
2 Harold Redhead - August 1918

3 Walter Tull - March 1918

4 George Badenoch - June 1915

5 Harold Springthorpe - 1915

6 Harry Vann - Sept 1915

7 Bernard Vann - October 1918

8 Edward Didymus - April 1918

9 Albert Grimley - two appearances

10 Arthur Hartstone - 6 appearances 1906/7 season
It is sobering that the list contains so many names, so many of whom I have to admit I had not heard before. I wonder if each of these people had any kind of thought that 100 years after the end of the war to end all wars, we would be looking back on what they did for us with such gratitude.
Freedoms are won so that we can look forward s well as looking back. Just as those who fight in war do so for causes that are (often) for the good of all, so the one I put my trust in, Jesus, died so that we could be set free, if we ask to be, to live lives of the ultimate freedom, filled with joy and love and free from fear (Galations 5:1). Sounds good, doesn't it? As we remember today and in the days to come, also remember that Jesus changed the course of history so that we can look forward to the greatest joy of all.

Up the Cobblers!
