How many different ways are there of saying the same thing? Every game so far this season as seen us creating enough chances to win, even when our levels of performance haven't been as high, such as at Morecambe. What's been interesting for me is how quickly I have got used to watching us create hatfuls of chances. Of course, the point of creating chances is to convert them, but having watched whole months of previous seasons where not many, if any, clear goalscoring chances came to pass, it makes quite a refreshing change.  I am enjoying coming to watch us play an awful lot more this season than last, but stringing a few wins together is what it's all about. Watching good football can make you smile, but the scoring of a winning goal, well I'm told that's quite an exciting experience. I have a great deal of confidence that one of our players will be experiencing it this afternoon!

I'll never play football. At least not standing up. Using a wheelchair full-time makes this pretty difficult. I've said to players and the manager more than once over the last few weeks watching the way that training goes on that I'd love to be able to join in, to swap my job for theirs, even if it were just for one day. Strangely not many of them seem too keen to be a Vicar. Can't think why. The trouble is, if I spend too long wishing I was able to do something I cannot do, be someone that I will never be able to be, it's easy for bitterness to set in, or for a sense that I'm not enough to take hold. Like most of you reading this, I'll never score a winning goal for the Cobblers. I am myself, a vicar, a chaplain, a husband, a brother, a son, an uncle and so on, someone who happens to use a wheelchair, has a terrible sense of humour and a new haircut that was roundly ridiculed at training on Monday. 

I'm also, most of all, someone who is precious to God. You are too, whether you believe me or not. One of the hardest things to be in life, it seems to me, is content, ok with who we are. We're not meant to be comfortable with who we are if you listen to most of what is said around us, always striving to be better, different, something else. In a lot of senses that's right and good. We want our team to be better today than they were last week. That's natural. We want to perform to our maximum as often as possible. That's natural too. 'But at the same time, guard your heart above all else, for it determines the course of your life. (Proverbs 4:23)'. Your heart is actually the most precious and important thing you have. It keeps you alive by beating, but it is also the deepest part of you. When bits of your body change or stop working, it's the hard that is most central to who you are. All; the football talent in the world won't get a team over the line. Heart is what truly does it. So it is with life. What is your heart, your passion, the thing that makes you who you are? Guard it, it gives your life direction.
