That's All Very Well, But...

We live in a time when it's cooler to doubt, to question, to dismiss as nonsense, than it is to accept things for what they are. Is there any such thing as truth anymore? There's certainly no such thing as a definitive offside or handball decision, it seems. It's all down to opinion. Often with key refereeing decisions it seems to be less about opinion, even, and more about total guesswork, but that's another story altogether. But if I was to say that God exists, I bet that a large proportion of people reading this would answer with something like 'no, he doesn't', or 'how do you know?', 'go on then, prove it' or something along those lines. And the beauty of life is that that is absolutely fine. We're not forced to accept anything, to believe anything, to live in any particular kind of way. Be wary of anyone who says otherwise. We have a choice about what we put our hope and trust in. You're here today supporting Northampton or Tranmere. You, or someone who loves you, or claims to have your best interests at heart, made a choice for you to care very deeply about these teams and to put your hope for victory most weekends for nine months of every year at some point of your life. You could choose to support someone else, but as someone rightly reminded me recently, clubs are for life. The connection we have with the teams we love is deep. It can't be broken by a bad run of results, just like we don't jump ship to another side when they have a good run.

This is faithfulness, a big word which is somewhat out of fashion at the moment. There's been no ceremony, but we've all made a commitment to our clubs and it won't be broken, however tough it gets. “The Lord is trustworthy in all he promises
    and faithful in all he does” (Psalm 145:13) the Bible says. One of God's promises is that he will never leave us to go through life alone, if we ask him to be with us (Deuteronomy 31:6). God's with us before we want it, when we feel like we deserve it and when we don't. Quite like the way that we support our teams through thick and thin. Football seasons are long and have a lot of twists and turns, just like our lives do. It's good to have parts of life, whether it's the football team we support, the people we love, or anything else, as a firm foundation that does not shift. God can be one of those for you if you want him to be. He won't let you down.
Up the Cobblers!
